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A similar molecular exchange may be 
occurring here. Jardin's fixed gaze in-
duces a confusion psychologists call 
"boundary dissolution." Utterly engros-
sed in the textures, forms, and sheer 
beauty of stones, Jardin enters a "deep 
thought" state; when deep thought is 
immersed in the deep time of stones, a 
porous membrane between matter and 
mind forms. Through what Gaston Bach-
elard has termed "dialectical animism," 
stones and homo sapiens seem to actu-
ally seep into and absorb each other. 
 
Judging from a recent petric text mes-
sage (left), Jardin is unfazed by this 
osmosis-diagnosis. Slowly turning to 
stone over six years has brought peace 
to Pierre Jardin. Visitors who linger 
mindfully over displays should be mind-
ful of peacefulness or other petrification 
symptoms contracted by stone-staring.   

MORE PUZZLING PETRIFICATIONS 

The petrification of Pierre Jardin, while 
obscure, has not produced a dramatic 
change in his size or appearance.  The 
same cannot be said for these two 
fossils currently on display in the 
Petriverse garden.   
 
 The rockfish specimen (perch on 
concrete) appears to have expanded by 
a factor of 10 as it fossilized. A mundane 
looking species when alive, it turns 
downright dynamic as it turns to stone.  
 

Jardin Petrified By Petriverse 

Petriverse. (noun)   

1) A world composed of 
rocks, e.g., a rock garden. 
2) Words composed of/for 
rocks, i.e., verse written 
in/about stone. 
 
Since 2009, The Petriverse 
of Pierre Jardin has shown 
configurations of rocks and 
texts written with stones.   

 

The Petriverse is a kind of 

 Outsider Art Environment, a 
whimsical visionary world 
improvisationally created on 
one’s home ground in spare 
time, which is never finished 
yet always complete.  

Zen Garden, a SLOW TIME 
ZONE designed for people to 
pause for a peaceful moment. 

 

 

STONE NOTES—The labyrinth 
drawn on the stone at left pro-
vided the template for the spiri-
tual labyrinth Pierre Jardin de-
signed at Loyola Marymount 
University. Sited on a bluff with a 
panoramic view of the LA Basin, 
"The Garden of Slow Time" fea-
tures benches inscribed with 
texts such as SUSPEND YOUR 
TIME HERE WISELY and KNOW 
TIME LIKE THE PRESENT.  Visit any 
time, or email Pierre for a tour!  

Do these 

stories beg any 

questions?  We 

answer all  

email sent to 

pierrejardin0@

gmail.com      

Or, for more 
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Petriverse blog  

(address 

above).... 

Even more odd is the fossil in the 
foreground's even larger trans-
formation in size—in the opposite 
direction!  Severe shrinkage has 
made it difficult to discern whether 
the creature was a brontosaurus or 
an elephant face and trunk (in 
profile), an ambiguity perpetuated 
by the vertical orientation of the 
stone. Turning it 45° counter-clock-
wise might reveal which animal it is, 
but is unlikely to resolve the myst-
ery of how and why fossils change 
scales as they turn to stone. 

Pierre Jardin is seldom seen in the 
Petriverse; when spotted, he is usually 
standing still, staring at stones. While he 
appears to be lost in thought, or absent-
minded, something more mysterious, if 
not mystical, is occurring.  Jardin has spent 
so many hours absorbed by rocks, that he 
has begun absorbing stone himself.    
 
Petrification occurs in organic material like 
wood, when the original pore spaces fill 
with minerals and become stony.  The 
process has never been observed in living 
humans and scientists remain sceptical 
about Jardin's reported transformation.  
But in The Third Policeman, Irish author 
Flann O'Brien advanced the theory that 
"people who spent most of their natural 
lives riding iron bicycles get their person-
alities mixed up with the personalities of 
their bicycle as a result of the inter-
changing of the atoms of each of them."    
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